HMASHobart (I1)

Class Charles F Adams Class
Type Guided Missile Destroyer
Pennant D39

International VKLB

Callsign

Nickname Green Ghost

Motto "Thusin Strength Did Hobart

Grow' from the Latin 'Sic Forti
Hobartia Crevit'

Builder Defoe Shipbuilding Co, Bay
City, Michigan, USA

Laid Down 26 October 1962

Launched 9 January 1964

Launched by Mrs DO Hay, wife of the
Australian Ambassador to the
United Nations

Commissioned 18 December 1965

Decommissioned | 12 May 2000

Dimensions & Displacement

Displacement 4500 tons (full load)

Length 440.8 feet (overall)




Beam 47.1 feet

Draught 20.1 feet

Performance

Speed 35 knots

Complement

Crew 333

Propulsion

Machinery 2 General Electric double
reduction steam turbines (two
shafts)
4 FostetWheeler "D" type
boilers 1200 psi

Horsepower 70,000

Armament

Missiles Single Tartar surfaem-air
missile launcher
Standardsurfaceto-air missile
launcher (later)
Ikara antisubmarine missiles
with two single launchers
(removed 1991)
2 x 20mm Mk 15 vulcan
Phalanx Clostn Weapons
System CIWS (later)

Guns 2 x 5inch (54 calibre/127mm)
single mount rapid fire guns

Torpedoes 2 x 324mm Mk 32 anti
submarine torpedoes (later)

Awards

Inherited Battle
Honours

MEDITERRANEAN 18¥D
EAST INDIES 1949
INDIAN OCEAN 1945%
PACIFIC 19445
CORAISEA 1942
GUADALCANAL 1942
SAVO ISLAND 1942
BORNEO 1945

Battle Honours

VIETNAM 19670
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HMAS Hobart was one of three improved Charles F Adams class guided missile destroyers (DDG) built in the
United States for the RAN. The destroyers were referred to in the RAN as Pertb@@sand their

primary role was air defence. Hobart was the second ship of the class and was constructed by the Defoe
Shipbuilding Company, Bay City, Michigan, USA. She was launched on 9 January 1964 by Mrs DO Hay, wife
of the then Australian Ambassadar the United Nations.

On 18 December 19@3obartcommissioned under the command of Captain GR Griffiths, DSC, RAN at the
Boston Navy Yard.

Hobart on the slipway prior to her official launching.
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Launching of Hobart, 9 January 1964.
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Hobart flttlng out in the yard of the Defoe ShlprIldlng Company, Bay City, Michigan, 1964.


http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/H3.jpg
http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/H5.jpg

-
—ax

-
‘P

N ’ "
it
4’1’

AR
Nk

On 18 December 1965 Hobart commissioned in the Royal Australian Naggramaony held at the Boston
Navy Yard.
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Following commissioning Hobart undertook a series of sea trials and exercises, before sailing to Norfolk,
USA, in January 1966. Exercises in the Norfolk area were followed by her departure for Mayport, Florida in
Felruary and participation in further exercises in US waters. Hobart then proceeded via the Panama Canal

to Long Beach, California, arriving on 13 March. After exercises in the Long Beach and San Diego areas, she
proceeded to Bangor, Washington. While baskere, she exercised in the Puget Sound and Ediz Hook

areas before sailing for Vancouver, Canada, on 21 April. Following a successful 4 dgbeidisailed for

San Francisco and San Diego where she continued towpoblefore completing final acceptamadrials

between 1618 May. She then returned via San Francisco to Long Beach Naval Shipyard, where she
remained for most of June. In July the ship completed Post Shakedown Availability.

On 3 August, Hobart began the first leg of her voyage to Austilliagat Pearl Harbor, Hawaii and Suva
before arriving in her namesake city, Hobart, Tasmania, on 1 September 1966. She berthed in her home
port of Sydney for the first time on 7 September 1966. In October she took part in Exercise SWORDHILT.
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port, September, 1966.

Service in Vietnam

HMAS Hobarfll) undertook three deployments to Vietham:

Deployment Commanding Officer NGS Callsigr
07 Mar1967¢ 27 Sep 196] Captain GR Griffiths, DSC, R Royal Purple
22 Mar 1968&; 11 Oct 196§ Captain KW Shands, RAN | Royal Purple
16 Mar 197Q; 17 Oct 197( Captain RC Swan, RAN Pacific Ocea

=

Hobart underway in waters off Vietham.
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During these deployment$iobart served as part of the US Seventh Fleet, participating in Operation SEA
DRAGON and serving on the gunline providing naval gunfire support (NGFS) and harassment and
interdiction (H & I) fire. Targets included: Viet Cong troop concentrations, mili@ses, bridges, caves,
storage areas, weapons positions, supply routes, wells, trucks, ammunition dumps, sampans, dams,
bunkers, wharves, boat yards and arms caches. She also provided support to US Marine and airborne
divisions, the Army of the Repubbé€ Vietnam as well as undertaking plane guard and escort duties with US
aircraft carrier striking groups.

Captain GR Giriffiths, DSC, RAN who commissior-\ed' Hobart and ommandéd her during her first deployment
to Vietnam.

[ STGY 1 206 NI Qa § I-Aridraft@bntrol @eniSdbsed @ MEactibnyétRtions ghithe upper

deck. Right: Members of the crew with expended shell casings from Mount 52. Left to Right: Billy Stokes,

Ray Quill, Geoff Brown, and David Watts.
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received high praise from senior US naval officers. A typical signal, received on 23 April 1967, read:

DEPARTURE OF DRAGON FROM DOWN UNDER VIEWED WITH REENSET@MNDOSS OF LONG RIGHT
lwad I h.!'weQ{ 'DDwO{{Lx9b9{{ !'"b5 {}t9w. t9wChwal!b
CONDITIONS LEFT NOTHING TO BE DESIRED. PROUD TO HAVE YOU ON THIS TEAM AND EAGERLY L
FORWARD TO JOINING YOU IN FUTURE SHOOT OUTS WITH.THE ENEMY

Among the many notable incidents in which Hobart was involved was the occasion when she went to the
assistance of USS Forrestal on 29 July 1967 after the aircraft carrier suffered a major fire which caused
numerous casualties. Hobart provided firefigigiequipment and transferred Surgeon Lieutenant L

Barnett, RAN to the carrier to help with the care of the injured.


http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Captain%20G%20Griffiths.jpg
http://www.navy.gov.au/sites/default/files/Hobart%20Crew%20Compilation.jpg

e e

Scene of destfuction on the deck of USS Forrestal.

Hobart returned to Sydney on 27 September 1967 having steamed 52,529 miles. Shepdiaded 9204

rounds of 5inch ammunition and had come under enemy fire on nine separate occasions. Later that year
Hobart was awarded the covetdolike of Goucester's Cujfor being assessed as the most efficient unit of

the RAN fleet. She was to win this cup on seven further occasions (1970, 1975, 1979, 1982, 1988, 1992 and

1994).

In recognition of the professionalism of her crew during her first deployr@eiietnam she was awarded

a US Navy Unit Commendation for 'exceptionally meritorious service' as an element of the US Seventh Fleet
during the period 10 March to 20 September 1967. The award was presented to Captain Griffiths on 21

April 1969. Thecitaéiy KA IKf AIKGISR (GKS az2dziadltyRAY3I (SIFYg2N]:
1 201 NIIQa 2FFAOSNE | YR YSyoé
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Captain GR Griffiths, DSO, DSC, RAN, accepts the commendation burgee (pennant) from Admiral JJ Hyland,
USN. The burgee was flown by Hobartidg the remainder of her commission when alongside, between
the hours of sunrise and sunset.

Hobart deployed from Sydney for her second tour of duty in Vietnam on 22 March 1968 under the
command of Captain KW Shands, RAN. An unusual feature of thigepibincluded avisit, in May, to
Kaohsiung, in Taiwan. In Viethnamese waters Hobart undertook a broad range of duties including providing
naval gunfire support to Allied forces ashore and participating in the interdiction of enemy water borne
logistic craff (WBLC).

Léft Hobart flrlng on the Gunllne Right: Rear Admiral GJB Crabb (rlght) CBE, DSC, Flag Officer
Commanding Australian Fleet (FOCAF), confers with Hobart's commanding officer Captain KW Shands.
(AWM NAVY17131)

On 17 June 1968, Hobart was lretvicinity of Tiger Island when she detected an aircraft approaching her
from the vicinity of Cap Lay. Although the aircraft was evaluated as friendly it continued to close and fired a
missile that struck Hobart amidships on her starboard side. The wdrbassed through the main deck,
seriously damaging several compartments, while the body of the missile passed through the outer skin of
the after funnel before ending up in the forward funnel. In its passage the missile Riltedary Seaman RJ
Butterworth and wounded Able Seaman JR Parker and Ordinary Seaman RF Davidson.

As Hobart's crew raced to action stations a second and third missile hit the ship. The second missile entered
the transom without detonating, destroying the gunner's store before breaking up in the engineer's
workshop and penetrating the after seaman's meghe third missile hit the ship in the same area as the

first, passing through one of the ship's fan spaces, the missile director equipment room and Tartar checkout
room. Chief Electrician RH Huwas killed in this attack and several sailors injured. The aircraft was seen to
pass over the ship before turning again for what appeared to be a further attack run. At 8000 yards the
crew of Hobart's forward gun engaged thggressor, firing five rounds in local control, causing it to turn

away before being lost to radar south of Tiger Island. As Hobart's damage control parties made their
assessment USS Edson, which was operating in company with Hobart, reported that sfas tmmming

under fire from air launched missiles. The force consequently cleared the area to the west with Hobart
departing the operational area to effect repairs in Subic Bay, Philippines. En route the ship's company
begain clearing away debris, findingdacollecting pieces of the missiles which were later identified as

being of US origin. It transpired that Hobart was one of several ships mistakenly attacked by US 7th Air
Force jets on the nights of 167 June. Hobart subsequently arrived in Subic bay®dune where her

damaged was assessed. The destroyer had suffered serious damage to her weapons systems, electrical
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systems and hull. The Ikara missile magazine had also suffered heavy damage in the attack and it proved
fortunate that it was empty at théime of the attack. On 25 July Hobart returned to Viethamese waters
where she resumed operations southeast of Da Nang.
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Left: Tactlcal Operator Ray Davis psiatit splinter damage to the forward superstructure. Right: The
vicinity in which the air strike on Hobart took place.

From November 1968 until July 1969 Hobart underwent a major refit which included the fitting of the
Australian designed lkara argiilbmaine missile system and launchers.

On 16 March 1970, under the command of Captain RC Swan, RAN, Hobart deployed on what was to be her
final deployment to Vietnam. She relieved HMAS Vendetta in Subic Bay on 28 March and following the
usual phase of handovériefings and exercises took up station on the gunline in southern Il Corps on 6

April. Between April and September Hobart undertook numerous fire support missions firing some 16,557
rounds of 5inch ammunition. She returned to Sydney on 17 October hastiggmed 40,344 miles.
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Left: Hobart with her Ikara missile system visible. Right: Captain RC Swan, RAN commanded Hobart during
her third and final deployment to Vietnam.

Members of Hobart's ship's company with their newborns on return from Vietnam.
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